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SUBJECT: BONGOS CONCERN OVER ZAIRE SITUATION 

1 . IN COURSEMEETING MARCH 31, GOG PRESIDENT BONGO 
EXPRESSED SERIOUS CONCERN AT DETERIORATION OF INTERNAL 
SITUATION IN ZAIRE. 

2. BONGO HAS RECEIVED REPORTS ABOUT POOR FIGHTING 

QUALITIES OF ZAIRIAN FORCES CLOSELY PARALLELING THOSE CONTAINED 
STATE 70142 AND PREVIOUS. HE FEARS THAT COMBINATION 
OF MILITARY REVERSES AND POPULAR DISCONTENT OVER 
DISASTROUS ECONOMIC SITUATION COLD SPELT. SERIOUS TROUBLE 
FOR MOBUTU. 

3. BONGO REPORTED THAT HE HAS BEEN INCONTACT WITH 
FRENCH PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING ABOUT ZAIRE SITUATION. 

AND URGED LATTER TO PROVIDE ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE ON 
GROUND THAT SURVIVAL OF MOBUTU IS ESSENTIAL TO KEEPING 
ZZAIRE IN WESTERN CAMP. GOF PRESIDENTIAL ADVISER 
JOURNIAC VISITED MOBUTU AS GISCARDS SPECIAL EMISSARY 
AND CAME AWAY WITH REQUEST FOR HELP AT GENERAL STAFF 
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LEVEL IN ADDITION TO MATERIAL. (BONGO COMMENTED 
ACIDLY THAT WHAT ZAIRIAN ARMY NEEDS IS GOOD SERGEANTS 
EVEN MORE THAN EXTRA OFFICERS.) 

4. BONGO CONCLUDED WITH EXPRESSION OF HOPE THAT USG 
WOULD ALSO MAKE SPECIAL EFFORT TO PROP UP MOBUTU 
REGIME, AND HE FEARS MOBUTU MAY BE UNALBE TO LAST OUT 
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THE YEAR IN ABSENCE OF MAJOR EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE. STEIGMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, MILITARY ASSISTANCE, POLITICAL MILITARY RELATIONS, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -Mar-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LIBREV00794 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 1 2-001 5 
Format: TEL 
From: LIBREVILLE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977034/aaaaacnb.tel 

Line Count: 63 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b4afd4b4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3047701 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BONGOS CONCERN OVER ZAIRE SITUATION 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, MOPS, CG, GB, FR, (MOBUTU SESE SEKO), (BONGO, EL HADJ OMAR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b4afd4b4-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



